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TEACHER
EDU%?TION
YEARS AGO

'BY WILLIS P. PORTER
BANGSAEN

February

14, 1980

I would like to tell you what teacher educa-
tion was like in Thailand 25 years ago. But first
| wish to pay my respects to a number of people
that | consider Thailand’s educational pioneers.
| define an educational pioneer as one who has
an idea of what education can become, one who
has a strong belief in the importance of education
for youth and for the nation, one who can look
to the future and identify changes which have
to be made and one with sufficient courage to
move ahead even though it may be difficult and
in spite of many criticisms,

The first educational pioneer on my list is
Géneral Mankorn Piomyothee.  When we came
to Thailand General Promyothee was the Minister
of Education and the Lord Mayor of Bangkok,
a very powerful man in Pibhul’s cabinet. He
was very unhappy about the quality of education]
It was not difficult to convince him that the way
to change and to improve education was to vastly
improve the preparation of teachers. In 1953
teacher education was a branch of secondary
under Luang Sawat as Director General. Tea-
cher education held the lowest rung on the educa-
tional ladder in terms of quality of teacher and
in terms of budget. Within two years this was

changed and Luang Prom issued an order making,
teacher education a separate department and
giving it the highest priority in the Ministry of
Education for budget and support. It was my
great privilege to be able to consult with him
from time to time on the progress being made
to lay a solid foundation for teacher education.

The second educational piorreer on my list
is Dr. Bhunthin Attagara. He was then the
Director of the External Affairs Division. Any
foreigner with any business or interest in the
Minister of Education had first to go to see Dr.
Bhunthin Attagara. | visited with him many
many times about my.responsibilities in Thailand,
about problems of education, particularly teacher
education and he was always most helpful.
Whenever | wanted to see the Minister of Educa-
tion | would first to to Dr. Bunthin and discuss
with him. He would .there go to Luang Prem
and explain what | wanted to talk about so Loung
Prom was always prepared to respond to whate-
ver request was being made.

But even more than being a close personall.
friend and a wise counsellor, Dr. Bunthin was a
great supporter of education. Any Thai and
there were many, who came to him with ideas,



he would advise and give strong support. And
when he became Director General of Teacher
Education, as | shall indicate later, many many
changes and improvements were made.

Third on my list of pioneers is not one but
a group. | refer to Dr. Saroj, Miss Natahales,
Chantana, Seela, Mr. Tuak. Mr. Pitak. They
had recently returned with degress form United
States and were assigned to Prasarn Mi tr.  They
were the ones in the early days responsible for
laying the foundation for your present University.
They and many more were from Indiana were
the ones had the privilege of working with for
eight years. ’

My next pioneer is Mrs. Poonsap Navawong,
In 1954 she and Miss Charoontut were the only
members of a department of education in the
faculty of Arts at Chulaongkorn University. She
is the one who insisted that the University should
have a separate Faculty of Education. And
she worked at it day and night until she was
successful.

I am sure that there are many others who
should be in my list of pioneers. But | must
skip over many years and pay my respects to
two who | consider present day pioneers. Two
men.who | predict will provide you with leadership
duing the 1980 as you grow and make changes.
| refer to Dr. Nibondh and Dr. Twee

When Dr. Nibondh visited with us in Indiana
a little over two months ago he said that he had
become the president of a sleeping giant and
that his job is to wake it up. | have visited with
him long enough to know that the sleeping giant
is already moving from its slumbets. Dr. Nibondh
is @ good politician. He knows everyone who
is needed to give support to his many very am-
bitious programs. You can expect many chang-
es in the next few years. And | hope you will
give him your full support.

Dr. Twee has already beebq a pioneer for
ten years. He had an idea that an aquarium
and a museum could enrich your teaching in
the sciences, could become a great source for

education and pleasure to millions of people,
but perhaps the most important, could build an
awareness of the great resource that marine life
is to the people of Thailand. His leadership to
this institution not only means vast expansion

" of your a quarium and museum but solid support

in strengthening your entire program. He too
will need your support.

| turn now to a brief description of teacher
education in 1945.

During January and February of 1954, |
visited a number of your teacher training institu-
tions with Dr. Kaw, Mrs. Snochit, Miss Roungra-
tana, Miss Aree, Mrs. Prachoomsook, Mr. Tuak,
and Mr. Jaroern. At that time they were two-
year institutions beyond grade-ten. In many
communities there was a school for boys and -
a school for girls. No one thought you coula
put boys and girls of that age together in the
same institution.

There were 32 institutions in the provinces.
They ranged in size from 29 students with ten
teachers in Nakorn Pathom to 150 in Ubol. There
were 253 teachers and only one had the bache-
lors degree. With the exception of Chiengmai,
they had facilities which were so bad that you
could not believe tha condition under which pro-
spective teachers were being educated. In
several the dormitory space was so small that
they had to sleep two per bed. There were no
library resources. They did not need library
materials because all instruction was from the
teacher with students taking notes and memoriz-
ing the teacher’'s words.

My responsibility with the U.S. Foreign Aid
Program was to find ways of improving teacher
education. Working closely with Dr. Kaw, we
planned a new curriculum for the provincial
schools. And it was a very radical departure
from the curriculum then being used. We knew
that teachers would never be able to follow that
curriculum without help. So we organized a
six-week summer session which was held at
Suasunantha School. All teachers from the
Provinces were required to attend. After a year



of testing the new curriculum, Loung Prom issued
an order making that curriculum official.

It was very evident that if teacher education
was to be improved, Thailand would.need quality
institutions to prepare teachers for schools of
all levels. OQur U.S. Foreign Aid Program was
willing to sponsor a contract with the Ministry
of Education to develop one such in stitution.
It was also abvious that one person could not
do very much by way of assisting the development
of a college of education. It was my responsi-
bility to write the proposal for that project.

The question arose, shall it be a new institu-
tion or shall assistance be given to an existing
instifution. 1 had visited Chulalongkorn and
Prasarnmitr anf | had difficulty in deciding which
would be the better place. Prasarnmitr had
these young, enthusiastic teachers but with very
limited space and facilities. Chula had only
two staff members in education but it was an
established institution with space to expand and,
perhaps most important, it was the oldest and
most prestigeous institution.

As | said teacher education was under

Luang Sawat and Prasarnmitr belonged to the
Ministry of Education. If the project were with
Chulalongkorn, the Ministry of Education would
have no control.

When | was asked for my recommendation,
| gave arguments for both institutions but no
- definite recommendation. | believe | somewhat
favored Chulalongkorn.

The matter was discussed at leanght in
the Ministry of Education. Someone, | believe
it was Dr. Bhuntin, talked with Mom Siab, Secre-
tary, General at Chula and to Dean Rong of the
Faculty of Arts. When he reported their unfa-
vorable reaction or perhaps | should say less
than favorable reaction to the Minister, Luang
Prom gave a quick answer "Put it at Prasarnmitr”

Looking ahead ten years, what kind of an
institution would this be. At that time Prasarn-
mitr had 180 male students | knew it had to be
much larger than that with a much differen pro-
gram. So | went to my friend Luang Sawat ‘and

asked him the purpose of the institution and how
large he thought it should. He said he wanted
an institution to train teachers for his teacher
training schools, headmasters and head mis-
tresses for primiary and secondary schools,
and a few administrator for the Ministry of Educa-
tion and how large an institution. His answer
was 360 just double the existing enrollment.

| spent over a month studying your educa-
tional statistics and making plans. | returned
to Luang S and said “Brace your feet because
you won’t believe me. You have to have an
institution of 6,000 students within ten years. “Of
course he could not believe it. But when he
saw the plan which | had drawen up he agreed.

The College at the time had a classroom
an administration building, two dormitories for
180 student, and a home for the president. There
was a total of 400 books-half in English and half
in Thai, all on the third floor and all under lock
and key. Our contract provided $250,000 or
B 5 M for library books and library furniture. = It
was owr view that if the pattern of instruction
was to be changed,there must be a library in
the center of the campus and that it must be
equipped’ with a great variety of instructional
material. _

We needed man power to assist Dr. Saroj
and his staff so the contract provided .for per-
sonnel. And if the institution was to have a
highly qualified staff, a large number of Thais
had to be sent abroad for further study. So
that was included in the contract. After months
of hard work and lots of consultation with Dr Saroj
anf his staff anf personnel in the Ministry of
Education, the proposal was sent to Washington
where it was apprqved. The next step was to
find an institution willing to take on this very large
job. Indiana University was selected and in
December. 1954 the Contract was signed. On
January,Dr. Johnson and Dr. Frauzen arrived.
Soon after that books and materials for the lib-
rary.-began to come. Then more personel.

Ten participants who had been sent to In-
diana before the contract was signed were ex-



pected to return to the College. In September
of 1955, -eighteen more participants were on
their way to Indiana. And each year another
Large group was selected.
your staff who studied at |.U.
Mrs. Poonsap had been persistent in her

Let me see all on

desire to have a new Faculty of Education at-.

. Chula. And | had given her encouragement
and we both had strong support from Dr. Bhun-
thin. So in 1956 the Confract was extended
to assist in the development of that Faculty.

To make a very long story short. The Con-
tract lasted for a period of eight years (1954-
1962). During that time 32 faculty members
from 1.U. served in Thailand. One hundred fifty
Thais studied in the U.S. A new library was built-
the first in all of Thailand planned in terms of the
purpose for which it was to serve. And a solid
foundation was being laid for what you know
- today as a strong Faculty of Education and Sri-
nakarinwirot U. an institution with several cam-
puses, over 23,000 students and a staff of well
over 1,000 professional workers.  This has been
a tremendous achievement and an excellent
example of cooperative endeavor by people from
two countries, half the world apart in distance
but close in their desire for good education for
youth.

. Perhaps | should tell you how this institution
at Bangsaen happened to be established. Luang
Promiothi had a summer home here and he want-
ed a college that would give him prestige. M.L.P.
was then Under Secretary of Education. He
too wanted a college that would give him prestige.
Both were members of the Goverment Board of
the College. So at a meeting of the Board they
could not agree as to which one would get a
college. So t'hey compromised Laung Prom
got his college at'Bangsaen and M.L.Pin got his
college at Patumwan. And our Contract per-
sonnel were requested to give assistance to
these two branches.

In July 1955, this institution opened with
43 students and seven staff members. = Today

you have over 3,000 students and over 200 staff

members.

As | lcok ahead to the next ten years |
can identify many problems and areas which
must be given careful attention such as the care-
ful plannihg needed as you expand to include
new: prograns, new prograns dealing with the
protection of your environment, etc.

| have chosen to talk about only two pro-
blems which must be solved in the very near
future.

| have chosen to talk about on!y two problems
which must be solved in the very near future.

We visited your Demonstration School. |
was surprised and disappointed. | had expected
to see eight or ten members of your Faculty of
Education and a few members of other faculties
in those schools. And | had expected to see
many of your students there. And what | saw
were only the teachers and administrators as-
signed to those schools.

And then | learned that forty children of
your staff members go by bus to attend other
schools in Choburi. So | concluded that this is
a demonstration school in name only. A de-
monstration - school must demonstrate a good
educational pregram for the public schools of
the future not schools as they are today.

Scientists have to have their labs if they
are to be good teachers of science. Engineers
have to have their very special equipment and
labs if they are to teach engineering. Medical
doctors have to have their hospitals and clinics
if they are going to practice medicine. Now what
do teachers of teachers have to have? Of course,
it has to be a laboratory where there are teachers
and children-teachers and students. Let me
suggest that you make that demonstration school
your laboratory. Every member of the Faculty of
Education should spend some time in the De-
monstration School every week. That is where
you help the teachers prepare and to teach the
way than to have a group of your students to
teach. What better way than to have a group of



your students work with you and a teacher to
help change the pattern of instruction. What
better experience for your students than to have
them work with a group of children.

Members of other faculties too should use
that resource to help their students understand
how to translate content into good teaching. For
exarnple, teachers of geography, or teachers of
biology or chemistry could each work with one
teacher to help him become a better teacher in
his field. Each of you could share materials with
teachers in the demonstration school to help them
becom better informed and thus better teachers.

Do not try to change the whole school at
once. Work with a few teachers at a time. And
will you be sure to comment any teacher who
does a good job. Write that teacher a note ex-
pressing your appreciation.  Or 'tell the principal
or tell Dr. Twee about the good job the teacher
is doing and let them commend the teacher.
That will make the teacher feel good and will
do much to build morale within the staff of the
school. ' ‘

Let me express a hope that the next time
we come to Bangsaen we will find g real demon-
stration school. Instead of your staff sending
their children to Cholburi, Parents in Cholburi
will be crying to have their children in your school
Then you will have a school that all of you will
be proud to say “This is our Demomstration
School.” _

The other problem which | am not going
to discuss but will merely mention because my
discussion will have to be with Dr.Nibondh. That
is that something must be done to find ways of
promoting your senior staff members who are
doing outstanding work to full professor-ship.
But | must warn that before that can be done,
each of you must produce so you will be worthy
of being called a full professor.

Again let me congratulate you on the pro-
gress which you have made in building an insti-
tution of quality and the contribution you have
made in expanding and improving education in
Thailand. Your school system will stand as a

monument to General Promyothi who saw the
relationship of education to the development of
Thailand. This University will be a monument to
Dr.Saroj and those who in the early years laid
a solid foundation. The entere teacher education
system and the museum of Science will be mo-
numents to Vision and strong support of Dr.Bhuthin
Decades in the future people will look back and
judge whether Dr.Nibondh and Dr.Twee and
these who work with them built well on the foun-
dation which was laid for them as Director of
the Contract | was required to submit Semi-Annual
Reports to the Governing Board of the College.
In closing | would like to quote four paragraphs
from the Introduction to my first report. | believe
what | said twenty-five years ago holds true for
your nation and fér your university to day:

1. Thailand has the resources-human and
material to support a college of education which
will be second to none in this part of the world.

2. The success in developing this kind of
institution will depend, in a large measure on
careful planning by those who establish policy
governing the College and financial support to
implement those plans.

3. A great need for developing all levels
of education is to find ways of challenging and
freeing members of the teaching profession so
that they may exercise initiative and creative
activities in their work with children and with
Students.

4. The quality of education in Thailand will
very largely depend upon the vision, the anitiative
and the competence of the men and women who
shape the educational program of the future. The
College should and will contribute significantly
to that quality.

We extend to all of you our thanks for these
delightful few days with you and we extend to
each of you our sincere good wishes.

W.P. Porter
February 14, 1980
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